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Winter University was founded in 1999 
by the administraon of Irkutsk, with ISTU, 
and with the parcipaon of instutes 
and public organizaons. Principle MBZGU 
sessions based on the experience of the 
European University Summer Workshops 
Urbanism (city of Cergy-Pontoise, France), 
which was created own original approach 
and strategy of the summer sessions, 
proven over 30 years in various countries 
around the world, which is to create a 
compeve programs and implemenng 
them in the work of project team 
comprising of young professionals with 
different training from different countries 
and cultures.

This program is an original model 
of training young professionals of 
various speciales related to urban 
planning, and allows them to develop 
a higher level of conceptual thinking, 
communicaon, mastery of analycal and 
design approaches in an internaonal 
mul-disciplinary partnership working 
with dynamically developing town 
planning system of the city of Siberia. For 
nineteen years in the design of innovave 
educaonal programs aended by more 
than 1,000 young spetsialists, assistants, 
experts, members of the Internaonal 
Jury, representaves of 42 universies, 
Germany, UK, Spain, Italy, France, Norway, 

Sweden, Bulgaria, Ukraine, China, Korea, 
Japan, Lebanon, India, Mexico, Brazil, 
Mongolia, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey, the 
U.S. and Georgia and a number of Russian 
cies: Moscow, Krasnoyarsk, Novosibirsk, 
St. Petersburg, Volgograd, Rostov-on-Don, 
Vladivostok, Yekaterinburg, Irkutsk.
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Relevance of a subject

The common qualification of 
depressed districts is based on the set 
of characteristics indicating existing 
area usage processes and proving that 
the district falls into decline. These 
indicators include diurnal migration, lack 
of walkability, residential and industrial 
zones alternation, chaotic allocation of 
small business inside the private sector.

Depressed districts commonly have 
discordant structure from inside, which, 
of course, does not help to build up 
general positive image of the district. 
There is no magic pill to solve all 
problems at once.

The problem of residential zones in 
depressed districts commonly consists 
in lack of comfortable environment 
for inhabitants including emergency 
condition of residential fund, lack of social 
infrastructure, badly organized inner 
pedestrian connections, undeveloped 
natural potential of the area.

The initial base for development of 
this kind of districts were large industrial 
factories, which were building residential 
housing for its employees. Nowadays 
part of these factories breaks up into 
smaller parts and changes specialty. 
And with the closing of the city primary 
mainstays responsible for maintaining 
quality of the urban environment the 
area starts to fall into decay followed by 

the inhabitants and former workers being 
naturally displaced with less prosperous 
population groups.

Overall all problems lead to the 
weakening of the inhabitants’ interest 
to the district, where they can’t feel at 
home anymore. And if the area is not 
used by the its residents it continues to 
degrade. Its moral portrait starts to be 
associated with a bad quality of urban 
environment. Also districts with a strong 
industrial past are left with a number of 
storehouses and public utilities zones, 
which are only available through the 
residential area.

Irrational use of the area in the city 
results in overly discordant urban fabric. 
This discordance leads to weakening of 
the functions in all urban zones adjoining 
to this area. As the result, in this district 
or even sometimes in the whole city 
neither industrial hub, nor comfortable 
urban environment can not be developed 
properly. In this situation the lack of 
landscaping and lightning in depressed 
districts are not the type of problems 
that need to be solved in the first place.

To find step-by-step solutions for 
existing problems of the settled areas it 
is necessary to define ways, tools and 
techniques that will provide the most 
rational use of the valuable piece urban 
territory.

This requires answers the following 
questions:

● What are the ways to “launch” the 
area to make it come to life?

● How to unite existing functions of 
the area and necessary comfort for all of 
its residents?

● What mechanisms of the area 
development need to be applied here?

The area inside of the city district 
demand more mindful and careful 
approach. So the city will start to develop 
by means of inner sources rather than 
annexing the new areas.

Irkutsk is short of the areas for new 
development. It means that improvement 
of the urban environment quality in 
settled districts continues to be the top-
priority concern of the city. Searching 
for the improvement mechanisms is 
important goal of the upcoming session.

Kutsakova Olesya Yurievna
Head of the Department of Architecture and 
Urban Planning of the Committee for Urban 
Planning Policy of Irkutsk City Administration



Focus of the session

Any territory develops according to a 
certain cycle, which includes a stage of 
crisis, when a period of significant growth 
and development turns into a slowdown. 
Then necessarily followed by a decline, 
which is called crisis. Areas that are going 
through this downturn, and sometimes 
stagnant, called the depressed areas. 
The direct meaning of this term in any of 
its usage is fall, depression, suppression 
i.g. degradation after period of lifting or 
proper functioning.

Depressed areas are local spatial 
entities, where self-development 
incentives stop functioning due to 

economic, political, social ecological 
and other reasons hence there is no 
premisses to unthread the crisis situation. 
Usually in same districts are high part 
of industrial and public utilities areas. 
Although potential for the development 
of territory is quite high, but mixed 
functions of the built environment lead 
to a low level of comfort of such areas.

Uncomfortable areas, which include 
depressed districts, are considered to 
be the ones where production, quality 
of life, employment sector, ecology, 
demography, social services levels 
are lower than commonly accepted 

standards of the city, region or country. 
Characteristic of depression in relation to 
the land area (region, district , city e.t.c.) 
was first widely used in XX century during 
the world economic crisis of 20-30-s. 
Currently the topic of areas depression 
attracts a great attention in Russia due to 
the troubled situation in many regions of 
the country.

In existing modern conditions there 
is an emerging necessity to point out a 
depressed area as a subject of the first-
priority governmental regulation and to 
develop valid solutions to overcome the 
area stagnation
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Program of the session for assistants and participants ( February 1-23)*

21th SESSION
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Arrival/registration 
of assistants

Arrival/registration 
of participants

Preparation for the session Presentation 
of participant’s home projects

Formation of the teams

Introductory lecture

Areas’ Tour 

(introdution from lpilots)

Arrival/registration 
of assistants

Arrival/registration 
of participants

Introductory lecture Official opening of the 20th session Work in teams Work in teams

Work in teams Work in teams

Trip to Lake Baikal

Trip to Lake BaikalThe first 

presentation of the projects

The second

presentation of the projects

Work in teams Work in teams

Departure 

of participantspresentation of the projects
The final 

Summary of the jury

Work in teamsWork in teams Rehearsal of final 
presentation

Сollecting a  total material

Work in teamsWork in teamsWork in teams

Introductory lecture

Work in teams

Work in teams

The awarding 
ceremony

*the following schedule can slightly change during the session
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