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DUNKIRK, France, from July 3 to 17", 2010

Dunkerque International call for a pplications on the occasion of  reciprocal
Grand L:ttoral works between Vitoria and Dunkirk , so as to shortlist 21
conmunautTe ursame  professional participants , worki ng in three teams on the theme

Dunkirk
a transborder coastal city
Involved in metropolitan expansion
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PREAMBULE

In 2008, the President of the urban community in Dunkirk, France and Vitoriad s
mayor in Brazil, have called upon the French association «Les Ateliers -
International Workshops of Planning and Urban Design » to schedule a double
session based on the theme of regional solidarities and urban development. A
first session occurred on that occasion in Vitoria, Brazil at the fall 2009, and was
i K ooy followed by a participation in the worldwide urban forum held in Rio in March

2010. The second one will be held this summer in Dunkirk, in the logic of the
considerations carried out on the theme of a balanced development for harbour
cities and their future, especially in the perspective of harbour economic
evolution, initiating wealth and unsteadiness on the ter ritory

The synergies Harbour-City, triggering off local wealth, indeed scope a wide
range of investigations to be explored in more qualitative perspectives :
international business relationships, cultural ex changes, migratory phenomena,
synergy with the hinterland (territory of mining passageways located in the
metropolis of Lille), the maritime imaginaryé .

This document intro duces the subject of the atelier. It is sent to our partners as well as to the whole international
network of Les Ateliers, in order to summon applications from professionals.

Writing: Florence Bougnoux, architect-urbanist, pilote of the workshop, on the basis of previous oral exchanges
and written notes, which were then drafted regarding the preparatory mission in February and March 2009,
carried out by:

1) Ateliers members: Jean-Michel Guénod, Nicolas Samsoen, Christian Horn, and Nicolas Détrie, director.

2) Dunkirk Urban Co mmu n i(QUI)dokow-up committee composed of the Urban D evelopment Head Office,
the economic development and inland attraction Head Office, the strategy Head Office, European and worldwide
partnerships created hand in hand bet ween the city of Dunkirk and its town -planning department . Some parts of
the document have been directly written by CUD.

Rereading and page setting: Nicolas Détrie

This document exists in different versions: French, English and Portuguese. A free-access download is also
available at: wwwe.ateliers.org

Issued on April 6" 2010

Presentation of the workgroup urban project management in Cergy-Pontoise, France.

les ateliers is a non-governmental organization that gathers universities, decision makers and professionals dedicated
to planning, development and urban design. Since 1982, les ateliers has been organizing international workshops on
topics defined together with local authorities for city or regional planning. The method consists in gathering students
or professionals of different nationalities and different specializations (landscape designers, architects, engineers,
economists...), and make them work in different teams that finally present their proposals to an international jury
composed of local authorities and international experts. Each workshop offers to local authorities new and innovative
urban development proposals, assessed by the members of the jury and transcribed into a synthesis delivered 2
months after the workshop. These workshops are also a source of training for all the participants, whether they be
local or international experts. At the beginning, les ateliers focused on planning issues for the Paris lle de France
Region. Then, they developed a very high knowledge in Asia (we held 10 workshops there: Tokyo, Doi Tung, Canton,
Shanghai, Ho Chi Minh, An Giang, Can Gio, Phnom Penh, Bangkok) and recently diversified their fruitful work
combining workshops along the Mediterranean Sea (Casablanca, Marseille and Alexandria of Egypt) and in Africa and
South America (Benin, Senegal and Brasil).
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SUMMARY

1- Introductive foreword
Dunkirk on the international world stage.
Dunkirk at the crossroads of a transborder coastal axis and a promoted hinterland.

2- Context
a. Economic and industrial
The sea, economic resource and driving force of the economy in Dunkirk .
Sports, leisure and health.
b. Historical and geopolitical context
Dunkirk, a territory won over sea.
Port life, economic boom, the mining passageway and the 2 worldwide conflicts
c. Urban
Infrastructures and networks.
Dunkirk hacked by state sectors: cities parcelled out by infrastructures
Unbalanced territories
d. Environmental

Social and cultural
Dunkirk, a land of solidarity to face challenges
f. Administrative and institutional contexts: governance in Dunkirk
An articulation of territorial logics
An over-determined territory as for strategy

3- The topic of the atelier
The paradoxs of this territory : A state-decided, source of discrepancy .
The end of the asupply cycle 0
The workshop expectancies : What happens next? dDunkirk 2.00 Interlocking scales and issues.

4- How to participa te
Provisional schedule
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1- Introductive foreword
Dunkirk on an international perspective

Though the debate on the project « Grand Paris » has given a hew perspective to the marine frontage thanks to
the cities of Rouen and Le Havre, a wider north-east marine frontage appears likely to be tackled on an
international scale. It faces England, designs the banks of a diabolo and marks the boundary of the insula of
Cotentin in the south, the island of the Frise in the north, Dunkirk being located at the very centre of this wide-
scope network,1 6 3 0 h o bermost impontant tharitime passage way, in the north of the French territory
and in the south of northern Europe situated in the centre the Triangle London -Brussels-Paris.

In this competitive context linked to port and post-industrial economy, Dunkirk has remained in a pivotal
situation and has developed a synergy with Vitoria, a booming Brazilian harbour located northern Sao Paulo
and Rio, and beyond economic matters, Dunkirk has tackled the issue of territorial solidarities, on a Franco-
Belgian transborder maritime axis, as well as the relationship between land and sea to be straightened with the
city of Lille, London, Brussels and Paris, therefore promoting the Hin terland development.
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Dunkirk at the crossroads of a transborder maritime axis and
a promoted hinterland

Though Dunkirk is located at the very centre of a world scale prosperity
triangle, it paradoxically and noticeably appears lagging behind
neighbouring territorial dynamics.

Two incompletely -detailed themes are reported:

9 Socio-economic: How to escape &he storm centred?

4
Beyond the tracks linked to local assets (beach and wind, ? 0] /‘ o //
Thalassotherapy, C1 t e d OEAstetnEuo b peé) , \ o Y
\ /
9 Entrepreneurial: How to set up a real dynamism of investments in the X ¢ /
city? Would it be worth being on the look -out somewhere else? \ /

The participants will endeavour to find out harbour logistical

Fe

tracks (the battle of harbours has to be won ashore), agree to
complement the cities of BOULOGNE and CALAIS (regional

harbour) and to act jointly with channels and railways.

Besides, having a short-term viewpoint, how to perpetuate the

O by’ “ cexcessorelated to the Olympic Games in London, as a catalyst
‘® \ for energy?
i o
Nonetheless, the international city of Dunkirk nowadays needs
[ (% Y to reattach to its hinterland, spatially speaking as well as on the

economic and social level .

Dunkirk develops various cooperations on a transborder and

international level, yet such an extensive outlook is limited to institutions and does not target either the

population or the territory that would deserve to be questioned in this federative revitalized project. What are

the necessary driving forces leading to a new broadening development, revitalizing the city resources and

those of the territory?

Various tracks can actually be explored, in a logic by which the city -centre has to be pepped up and made

more attractive, in accordance with current functions, re levant perimeters to question, and anticipating
infrastructure projects planned on the long run.

How could the north ern seacoast of France become the northern Europe ¢C* t e  ddnd\l®Enefit from the

attraction of seacoasts (which is not currently the case of the French North-West quadrant)?

How can this seacoast be attached to both close and far -off, rural and economic hinterland: the Flanders at
less than half an hour from it, Lille, Dourges and Lesquin (hardly one hour), or even England and the cities of
theso-c al | ed 0 b |-Bressels,aAnhaerpaRotterdam & served by ecological means of transportation

such as the railways or the channel river Seine-North Europe?

How to turn the image of a coast dedicated to the industry into a coast bathing in pl easure, health and
sustainable development and regain residential attraction? How to turn from a centralized to an
entrepreneurial economy? How to connect everything despite a historically and spatially divided and
scattered territory?

How to anticipateth e consequences of gl obal warming and
water level?
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2a- Economic and indus trial context

The sea as an economic resource, driving force of the
economy in Dunkirk

Harbour economy (sea and land:  what hinterland , what necessary means, what
networks?) oThe battle of harbours has to be won ashore .0

Dunkirk took advantage of an important growth during the industrial era, as a communication gateway of
the mining passageway, Dunkirk is nowadays the third harbour in France, then come s Le Havre and
Marseille, 6th European harbour ; southern gateway of the North Sea (most attractive strait in the world).
It is located on the coast Channel-North Sea, which is one of the most concentrated in the world: 80 0
kilometres from the Havre to Hamburg, sharing 1200 Mt (humber dated 2008), to be confronted with the
Mediterranean frontage, the global traffic of which has been inferior to 700 Mt the same year.

o Dunkerque @ Lie ® Amsterdam

Map of navigable waterways in Europe

However, this traffic is unequally shared between the harbours neighbouring the Channel -North Sea,
Rotterdam and Antwerp, for they benefit from a vast hinterland through a dir ect accessibility to the
navigable network of the rivers Rhine and Danube. The harbours already share half of this traffic
(Rotterdam, 4th harbour in the world provides itself 421 Mt in 2008 and Antwerp, 15th harbour in the
world, 189 Mt in 2008).
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